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INTRODUCTION 
Over the past two decades, the Canadian public has become increasingly aware of the 
bilingual and multicultural realities of Canada. This awareness, supported by the Official 
Languages Act of 1969, has resulted in a demand for more and better French second language 
programs. Across Canada, this demand has contributed to the implementation of French 
immersion (early and late) and more recently, some extended core French programs. 
Concern about French instruction in Newfoundland and Labrador led to the formation of 
the Policy Advisory Committee on French Programs by the Minister of Education in January 
1986. Among the many recommendations in the Report of the Policy Advisory Committee on 
French Programs (December 1986) were the following: 
• that the Department develop an Extended Core French* 
Program which would be available fro~ Level I to Level 
III as soon as possible. 
• that the introduction of Extended Core French in Senior 
High School be regarded as a pilot project and a careful 
evaluation be conducted to ~ss its eff ectiven~. 
Subsequent to the above recommendations, the Department of Education established a 
working group to draft policies and procedures for an expanded core French option. This 
document is a result of the deliberations of the Expanded Core French Working Group ( 1988-89). 
Readers should note that two background reports to the issues in this paper are available. 
Their titles are Expanded Core French, Review of the Literature and Expanded Core French, 
Review of Other Jurisdictions . 
• The Working Group has adopted the term Expanded Core French to avoid 
confusion with similar programs in other jurisdictions. 
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DEFINITIONS 
French Second I .anguage Programs 
1. Core French 
In a core French program students study the various aspects of the French language 
during a regularly scheduled time slot. 
2. Expanded Core French 
In an expanded core French program students study core French and at least one other 
course given entirely in French. 
3. French Immersion 
In a French immersion program, designed for English-speaking students, French is the 
language of instruction for all or some subject areas, and as much as possible, the means 
of communication in the school environment. 
a) Early Immersion 
Early immersion extends from Kindergarten to Grade 12, beginning with approximately 
100% instruction in French at Kindergarten. With the introduction of Language Arts and 
other subjects in English, the percentage of instructional time in French decreases as 
students progress through the grades. 
b) Late Immersion 
Late immersion extends from Grade 7 to Grade 12 with approximately 70% instruction 
in French in Grades 7 and 8. The percentage of instructional time in French decreases 
as students progress through the grades. 
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Levels of Proficiency• 
In the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador, levels of proficiency in French arc 
defined by type of program. The three levels of proficiency are as follows: 
1. BASIC: the Basic Level of proficiency is attained through participation in the Core French 
Program. At the end of senior high, graduates of Core French 
• should have sufficient oral proficiency to participate in general, nontechnical 
conversations. 
• should be able to read, with the aid of a dictionary, short articles on subjects of interest 
to them. 
• should be able to write paragraphs that communicate ideas effectively, although errors 
may occur. 
• should have a fundamental knowledge of the language. 
• should have an increased knowledge and appreciation of the culture and aspirations of 
francophones. 
• should be able to resume the study of French later in life, if the desire or need arises. 
2. INTERMEDIATE: the Intermediate Level of proficiency in French is attained through 
participation in Expanded Core French. At the end of senior high, graduates of Expanded 
Core French 
• should be able to fulfil the requirements of the subject area. 
• should be able to participate with some confidence in certain social and academic 
situations where French is the language used. 
• should be able to read standard texts on subjects of interest with occasional help of a 
dictionary. 
• should be able to understand radio and television news, and other programs that are of 
personal interest. 
* Adapted from Ontario, Ministry of Education, Teaching and Learning French as a Second 
Langua.ge. April 18, 1977. 
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• should have acquired information about the culture, society, and customs of a French-
speaking community. 
• should be able to function reasonably well in a French community after several months' 
residence. 
3. ADVANCED: the Advanced Level of proficiency in attained through participation in 
immersion programs. At the end of senior high, graduates of immersion programs* 
• should be able to participate easily in conversation. 
• should be able fulfil the requirements of subject areas studied in French. 
• should be able read books, journals, magazines, and newspapers with occasional help 
from a dictionary. 
• should be able to understand radio and television programs, audio recordings, and films. 
• should be able to write personal and business letters. 
• should be able to understand and appreciate the attitudes and values held in common by 
members of a French-speaking community. 
• should be able to take further education with French as the language of instruction. 
• should be able to accept employment using French as the working language, or live in a 
French community after a short orientation period. 
• These represent an interim statement of objectives included here for the purpose of 
providing an overall picture of French Second Language Programs. They are presently 
under review. 
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EXPANDED CORE FRENCH PROGRAM 
Rationale 
There are sound educational reasons for the introduction of Expanded Core French in 
Newfoundland and Labrador. They are as follows: 
1. Expanded Core French is a valuable option for students who want to achieve more than 
the basic level of proficiency provided by the Core French Program, but for whom French 
immersion may not be feasible or accessible. 
2. The teaching of a content subject permits the implementation of the immersion principle 
in the Core French Program. The use of French as the medium for learning provides 
students with the opportunity to increase their language proficiency; it enables them to 
learn French by using it for genuine tasks. 
3. For students there are motivational advantages in Expanded Core French. Because the 
subject studied in French is an integral part of the curriculum, its legitimacy is not 
questioned. Students view it as "just another course" they have to study like other school 
subjects. This, in turn, influences their perception of French in that they see a real and 
immediate need for it. 
4. At the administrative level, Expanded Core French can be efficient and cost effective. 
It can be implemented in schools currently offering Core French with few administrative 
changes and with little additional cost. 
Entry Point 
The entry point to the Expanded Core French Program should be detennined mainly by 
students' level of language proficiency. Unless students possess certain basic French language 
skills, they will not be prepared for subject area instruction in an Expanded Core French 
Program. The implementation of Expanded Core French at senior high, after students have 
completed a strong Core French Program Grades 4 - 9, means better student preparation for the 
challenge of studying content in French. 
Further arguments in support of the introduction of Expanded Core French at the senior 
high include: 
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1. Studies show that older students are superior to younger students in second language 
learning in the classroom (Genesee 1978; Cummins 1979). In addition, Hammerly (1985) 
suggests that when communicative competence is emphasized too early in second 
language programs, terminal fossilization (ingrained faulty patterns resistant to correction) 
can diminish language competency. 
2. Given the limited time on task of primary and elementary students in Core French, it is 
difficult to find teaching materials that are conceptually and linguistically appropriate for 
these students. Senior high students, with greater proficiency in French, should be better 
able to cope with the style and content of authentic French language texts. 
3. It may be easier to identify personnel to teach Expanded Core French at the senior high 
level from among existing staff. 
4. The implementation of Expanded Core French is facilitated by the structure and 
organization of the overall school Program at senior high. 
The Department of Education recognizes the existence of Expanded Core Programs in this 
Province which vary from the model proposed here. These programs have their own rationale 
and have been organized to respond to local issues and needs. According to current policies of 
the Division of Program Development, they are regarded as local programs. 
Objectives 
This statement of objectives is based on a minimum of 1,320 hours of instruction, 
accumulated from Grades 4 to 12. Students 
• should be able to fulfil the requirements of the subject area. 
• should be able to participate with some confidence in certain social and academic 
situations where French is the language used. 
• should be able to read standard texts on subjects of interest with occasional help of a 
dictionary. 
• should be able to understand radio and television news, and other programs that are of 
personal interest. 
• should have acquired inf onnation about the culture, society, and customs of a French-
speaking community. 
• should be able to function reasonably well in a French community after several months' 
residence. 
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Background in Core · French 
Students likely to participate in Expanded Core French Programs should be identified as 
early as possible in their school careers. They should have as much preparation time as possible 
to develop their French language skills. As an absolute minimum, students require the equivalent 
of 600 hours of French in Grades 4 - 9 to qualify for admission to Expanded Core French in 
senior high. This means they must have at least a daily 40-minute period of French in both the 
elementary and intermediate grades. This level of preparation is necessary to ensure reasonable 
opportunity for success. 
Expanded Core French Students 
For Core French students to qualify for admission to Expanded Core French in their first 
year of high school, they should accumulate a minimum of 600 hours of instruction in Grades 
4 - 9. Students from this qualifying group should be selected for Expanded Core French in 
accordance with established criteria. These criteria should include the following: 
• demonstrated scholastic achievement, 
• student interest, 
• parental support. 
It is recommended that schools implementing this program option establish an admissions' 
committee to select students. This committee should include: 
• parent or guardian, 
• principal, 
• guidance counsellor, 
• teachers (French and subject area(s)). 
In the initial stages of operation, it may be desirable to have the program coordinator (French) 
as a member of this committee. 
Some students may wish to enter Expanded Core French after the established entry point. 
Students having the requisite language proficiency who are judged by school personnel as having 
a reasonable chance of success in the Program may be considered for late admission. 
7 
INSTRUCTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Learning Resources 
In Grades 7 - 9, the language experience of potential Expanded Core French students 
should be characterized by a higher level of challenge, a faster pace, and the treatment of 
significantly more content than would be the case for the majority of Core French students. This 
is necessary to provide students with maximum opportunity to improve their language skills. 
Schools should approach the organization of learning resources intended for potential 
Expanded Core French students by developing an enrichment component to complement the 
authorized learning resources. The Core French Program Grades 7 - 9 places emphasis on the 
functional use of French; this orientation should be accentuated in the case of potential Expanded 
Core students. In such classes, students: 
• use authentic sources including films and videos, radio and television broadcasts, 
newspapers and magazines. 
• do oral presentations based on independent work. 
• prepare topics related to current issues for class discussions. 
• participate in dramatizations, role-playing, and simulations. 
• have presentations by guest speakers. 
• research aspects of francophone culture for in-class presentation. 
• write reports, personal diaries, and articles. 
• participate in field trips or exchanges. 
• investigate careers related to French. 
To best provide students with opportunities to use French, teachers should regularly 
organize cooperative group activities. Because of the importance of reading comprehension in 
Expanded Core French, teachers should also provide students with opportunities to ·increase 
vocabulary and control of language patterns through intensive and extensive reading. 
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Courses in the Content Areas 
To achieve· the objectives of Expanded Core French, given the structure of the senior high 
program, it is anticipated that two credits in a content area per year would represent a nonnal 
course load. Students would select courses according to availability. Currently, a range of 
courses are available in French; schools should offer courses from among these and/or any others 
that may be developed. 
Subject Area and French Skills 
Although the Core French Program at the Intermediate level should provide students with 
suitable language skills for Expanded Core French, some students may require additional 
preparation linguistically to study other subject areas in French. This preparation would usually 
consist of individualized practice focusing on the knowledge and skills needed to be successful 
in the subject area. In extreme cases, it may be necessary to devote as much as one full period 
of French language class time per cycle to this preparation. Ultimately, however, both the 
language course and the content course must maintain their integrity and instruction in each must 
be directed towards achievement of the full range of objectives. This approach provides teachers 
with a measure of flexibility by which to address student difficulties. If necessary then, up to 
one full period per cycle of the language class can be used to introduce specialized language 
elements or provide further instruction in the content area. 
Resources 
Two types of resources are needed for implemention of an Expanded Core French 
Program; those to support the teaching of French second language skills and those to support the 
teaching of subject area content. The quantity of resources needed will vary with the number of 
students enroled in the Program and the nature of the subject matter taught in French. The 
following resources are needed for an Expanded Core French Program: 
• Sufficient titles to organize an independent reading program, 
• Audio-visual materials, 
• References, 
• Local and national newspapers, 
• Current magazines, 
• Dictionaries (picture/unilingual/bilingual), 
• Atlases, maps, globes, etc., 
• Display materials. 
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Student Evaluation 
Expanded Core French students should be evaluated according to provincial guidelines 
for Core French and for the subject area courses. Teachers should prepare evaluation plans based 
on these guidelines. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS 
Student Population 
While Expanded Core French appears to be more feasible for larger schools, it may also 
be viable under certain conditions in all school systems. Consequently, student population within 
a school or school system and the possible attrition rate in Expanded Core French should be 
considered before a decision is made to implement a program. Further, since the number of 
program options that can be made available is directly proportional to the sire of the school, the 
Expanded Core French Program option should not be offered at the expense of any existing 
program. 
School-Based Factors 
The implementation of Expanded Core French is . similar to that of any educational 
program in that it requires a highly competent teacher and a supportive staff and school 
administration. More specifically, the following list of factors, though not exhaustive, contributes 
to successful implementation of Expanded Core French: 
• High participation rates in Core French in the school, 
• Sufficient enrolment to support an expanded core program, 
• Sufficient instructional time, 
• Positive student attitudes and interest in the Program, 
• Availability of resource materials, 
• High calibre French instruction, 
• Understanding of the Program, 
• Long range planning for implementation, 
• Appropriate student evaluation procedures. 
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Schools offering Expanded Core French should prepare an inf onnation package for parents 
outlining the French Program, including the following: 
• Description of Program options, 
• Criteria for selection of students in · Expanded Core French, 
• Implications of participation in Expanded Core French for course selection and senior 
high graduation, 
• Schedule of public meetings, 
• Registration procedures. 
Inservice School and District Personnel 
' 
School districts need to ensure wide support for the expansion of French Programs. To 
this end, inservice should be provided to district office personnel, school administrators, and 
school staffs. Such inservice should include the following: 
• Descriptions of Core and Expanded Core French Programs, 
• Rationale for offering Expanded Core French, 
• Possible impact on other school programs, 
• Information on public awareness meetings, 
• Possible impact on staff deployment. 
The inservice and coordination of Expanded Core French should involve the French 
Program Coordinator and the program coordinator for those subject areas to be taught in French. 
Inservice French Teachers 
In service should be provided by the program coordinators for French and the content 
area(s) to be studied in French. All French teachers in participating school(s), as well as the 
administrators and guidance counsellor(s) should be involved. 
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The implementation ·plan should include: 
• Descriptions of Core French and Expanded Core French; 
• Rationale; 
• Historical overview of French programs; 
• Review of research on second language learning; 
• Description of the nature of the learner; 
• Description of the nature of languages and language learning and of the implications for 
teaching French as a second language. 
The description of the Expanded Core French Program should include the following 
inf onnation about both Core French and the subject areas to be taught in French: 
• Objectives, 
• Philosophy of instruction, 
• Teaching approach, methodology, and techniques, 
• Student selection procedures, 
• French instruction to meet the needs of students in Grades 7 - 9, 
• Grouping for instruction, 
• Student evaluation: principles, practices, and techniques, 
• Cooperation between the French teacher and respective subject area teacher(s). 
Program Evaluation 
The implementation of Expanded Core French involves a significant innovation in French 
Program offerings in this Province. This innovation should be considered as a pilot project in 
the early stages and be subjected to a comprehensive evaluation. 
The Division of Evaluation and High School Certification, in cooperation with school 
districts, sh~uld undertake a comprehensive evaluation of Expanded Core French Program(s) three 
years after initial implementation and as required thereafter. 
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Financial Support 
A program such as Expanded Core French involves a financial commitment on a long 
term basis. In addition to costs associated with maintenance of the program, an innovation of 
this sort usually requires an initial allocation of funding for resources and inservice. School 
districts need to analyse the financial implications of implementing Expanded Core French and 
ensure that adequate resources are available, particularly in the initial stages of implementation. 
Planning 
Planning is essential to the successful implementation of any educational innovation. 
Districts implementing an expanded core French program should consider, as part of long 
term planning, the implications for teacher hiring and deployment. They should address the 
following issues in the planning process: 
• projections of enrolments covering a five year period, 
• projections of staff allocations covering a five year period, 
• training and/or retraining of teachers wishing to participate in an expanded core French 
program. 
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APPENDIX 
APPENDIX A 
EXPANDED CORE FRENCH WORKING GROUP 
1988 - 89 
Terms of Reference (Revised) 
With reference to the Report of the Policy Advisory Committee on French Programs 
(1986), the Working Group is directed to draft recommended policies and procedures for the 
Expanded Core French Program option. Specifically, the Working Group is directed to address 
the following issues: 
1. rationale for Expanded Core French option, 
2. entry point for Expanded Core French, 
3. objectives for Expanded Core French, 
4. requisite background in Core French needed by students upon entrance into Expanded 
Core French, 
5. the identification of potential participants in Expanded Core French (Senior High) and the 
procedure by which to select students to participate in Expanded Core, 
6. Core French materials to be studied by students likely to enter Expanded Core French, 
7. teaching approach(es) for quickly improving students' language proficiency to the level 
necessary to study specific content areas in French, 
8. courses in content areas to be available in French and the recommended sequence of 
study of these courses, 
9. trade off(s) between subject - area concepts and content and French language skills in 
the Expanded Core Program and, if any, ways to reduce them to a minimum. 
10. size of school or student population at a particular grade level necessary to support an 
Expanded Core French Program, 
11. school-based factors conducive to successful implementation of an Expanded Core 
French Program 
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12. information package for parents regarding Expanded Core French, 
13. inservice for school and district office staffs on Expanded Core French, 
14. inservice for teachers who deliver the Expanded Core French Program, 
15. library resources needed to support Expanded Core French, 
16. evaluation of Expanded Core French students, 
17. evaluation of Expanded Core French programs, 
18. fmancial support for Expanded Core French. 
19. planning 
Number of Meetings 
8 
Place of Meeting 
St. John's 
Membership 
Ms. Catherine Adams, Teacher 
St. Kevin's School, Goulds 
Mr. Ivan Hibbs, Education Consultant 
Department of Education, St. John's 
Mr. Wayne Penney, Program Coordinator 
Terra Nova Integrated School Board, Gander 
Ms. Marilyn Reid, Teacher 
Mount Pearl Central High School, Mount Pearl 
Ms. Margo Connors-Stack 
Holy Family School, Paradise 
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